War and Peace

By Robert Ginnaven


To all of my red and blue friends out there, how does it feel now that the truth has been tucked under the covers for a long nap between now and the election?  In an obvious effort to appeal to the undecided voters who will, as we are told, make the decision for the majority of the rest of us who have already gone to the trouble to parse the issues and place our bets early, the Democrats and the Republicans have made the strategic decision to abandon their respective flocks and pander to those knuckleheads who will be swayed by issues that appeal to their emotion rather than their reason.   


If you’re one of those knuckleheads and have read this far, before you are tempted to pick the next President like you’d choose a bar of soap, take a look under the packaging and kick the tires before you jerk your knee in one direction or the other.  You can’t be fairly criticized for choosing Bush if you believe in his view of world domination to the exclusion of other countries that haven’t figured out the greatness of democracy and just need a swift kick start of a war to get the ball rolling them toward freedom.  And no one could blame you for choosing Kerry if you believe that freedom is a thirst that must be quenched after all other systems run dry, sparking rebellion from within the ranks.  But beware of the flimflam coming your way.


Some Bush supporters recently put together some commercials criticizing Kerry’s valor in combat and Republican Senator John McCain, a former prisoner of war and current Bush supporter, came out in Kerry’s defense claiming the ads to be “dishonest and dishonorable” and demanded that Bush condemn the ads.  When Bush refused to condemn the ads I was certain that I could count on the honorable Senator McCain to speak the truth as he has done so many times in the past, and condemn Bush for not condemning the ads.  I rushed home to catch the evening news to watch the fireworks.  Now we’re going to get to the meat of the nut, I thought.  Finally, someone from within the Republican ranks with some integrity and stature is going to stand up and tell Bush what for, and steer the debate away from smear and get this election into forward gear.  The next thing I know, I’m looking at video of Bush and McCain at a political rally hugging up and down and before McCain can get out of reach, Bush grabs him and plants a big kiss on McCain’s balding head!  What’s going on here?  Even McCain has gone the way of Colin Powell, another Bush apologist.  

I know this gets confusing with everyone kissing off the truth, but let’s look and see what’s hidden underneath the covers?  Does Kerry believe, like Bush, that shoving his world view down the throats of those who naively believe that life presents clear distinctions between right and wrong will turn them into believers?  Does Kerry plan, like Bush, to rule by emotion rather than by reason, promoting divisive issues that cannot be resolved short of amendments to the Constitution, and that won’t be resolved by placing one or the other in office?  I mean, let’s get real.  Whether you’re for or against abortion, there’s nothing a President can do to change the present law of the land handed down by the Supreme Court in Roe v. Wade, aside from supporting a constitutional amendment to outlaw abortion.  Likewise, if our Country wants to change the rules and decide to treat people differently by denying them equal protection under the law (i.e., denying women the right to vote, re-introducing slavery as in the best interest of our economy, taking away our right to a trial by jury to protect corporate America’s bottom line, returning our school to a system that separates children by race, demanding that we are one nation under only one chosen god, removing the ramps that allow the disabled access to the world of those who are able, and defining that marriage can only exist between a man and a woman, preferably of the same race) there’s really no other way to effect such changes without tinkering with our Constitution.  

Let’s keep our eye on the ball here.  These days, due primarily to the fact that the Congress has abdicated to the President its Constitutional mandate as the only branch of our government entitled to declare war, a President can get us into war.  Right now we’ve got a President we know has gotten us into one war, and who promises to get us in some more if elected.  We know our volunteer troops are stretched thin and that additional wars will require us to reinstate the draft in order to continue this President’s stated goal of shoving our way of life (whatever that is) down the throats of the rest of the world, not because we should, but because we can.  

I think it’s time for those of you who’ve been holding your cards to quit hedging and place your bets in this game of war and peace. Will you bet, or, like half of the registered voters in America, will you simply fold?  
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